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SEATBELT

From Page A1

asseriger,” Keith said. “The one
P g

in the middle of the back seat —

flipped her upside down and
broke her neck.”

None of the women had beenr

drinking. The two women in the
front seat were belted and
walked away from the' crash.
Keith and her back seat compan-
ions were not.

Seated behind the dnver, the
impact drove her head inté the
gide window and thén into the
front seat., She was in a coma six
days and then barely conscions for
eight more days. She was tem-
porarily paralyzed en her right
gide. She had o relearn how to
eat, drink, watk and even breathe.

With only months to go before
she was scheduled to graduate
with a degree in actuarial science

and a job waiting for her, her
future was suddenly in question.

-“Probably one of the worst
" things for me was | had memory

loss,” Keith said. “I was a senior

in college. 1 had just completed
an eight-month co-op internship
at an insurance company in
-Carmel, and I had lost memeory
of my whole mgjor. ... Everything
was gone in one instant, because
I chose not to wear a seatbelt.”
Now 388, Keith has mostly
recovered, She does indeed work
ag'an insurance executive. How-
ever, she still suffers from chron-
ic vertigo and many of her mem-
ories before the crash are lost.

Keith speaks extensively: on
.the importance of seathelts. She
General

testified before the
. Assembly in favor the new law!
“In this buginess, you find a Jot
of people whe for one issue¢ or
another they’re an inspiration

because of what they've hadtogo
through,” Sen. Thomas Wyss, B-

Fort Wayne, said of Keith.
Wyss and Rep-Peggy Welch, D-
Bloomington, spearheaded the

hill through the Gensral Assem-
bly. Wyss says eritics who argue

the bill is more “nanny legisia-
tion” or surrendering to pressure

.from Washington should consid-

ar  Keith’s experience- and
remember that few are as lucky
to survive such an accident.

“I have never done anything in
any of this safety area where it
wasn't about saving lives,” Wyss
said. “And, damn it, if that's not
my respo_n31b111ty down here,

‘then nothing is,”

In the meantime, Keith wilt
coptinue to speak out on the
need to wear seatbelts. She is &
regular speaker at Hamilten
County Sheriff Doug Carters
teen forums on aveiding destruc-
tive decisions,

“If 1 can hielp one person by not
making the same décisions I did,
then its worth it,” she said.

‘...Everything was gone.in one mstant
because I chose not to wear a seatbelt,”

Darcy Keith



